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Over the summer we were tasked with coming up with three summer projects to pursue. 
My first project that I decided on, was creating my own gift cards. This is something I 
would consider doing for the future as a freelance illustrator.  

My research clearly conveys my starting points, as I looked in to six different artists that 
sell their work via greetings cards, I saw how they differentiated themselves from one an-
other. This gave each artist a unique selling point, which should inspire more people to buy 
their cards. I then began considering what occasions I might like to go with and how many 
designs in total I would like to complete. I settled on six designs relating to six different oc-
casions.  

The strengths within my work have been my constant refining and testing throughout, I feel 
I have been quite thorough in that area of this project. I am pleased with my designs and I 
feel that they have been refined to an acceptable standard. I have also experienced many 
difficulties during this project from finding suitable materials to put my final pieces to cost of 
printing. I feel I dealt with these issues appropriately and they have opened my eyes up to 
future issues that may arise again. 

Along the way I decided I wanted to push my handmade cards further and get them print-
ed professionally. I decided to do this to test the waters and see how my designs would 
look and to see if there is anything I missed so that in the future I would know what else to 
be aware of, and to take into further consideration. These future actions would include 
such things as creating my own logo, barcode and other information to place on the back 
of the card to make it look more professional and saleable. I would also tighten up some of 
the illustrations to ensure that they are smoother and more appealing to the eye. 

I have learnt a great deal from this project, from what further aspects to take into consider-
ation, to having the patience to push my designs further; into a place where I could sell my 
products. I believe this project has been useful to my future as an illustrator, which I am 
quite excited about. I especially like the fact I have come across a professional printing 
company that provide templates and a beautiful paper selection to print my designs onto. 
This has opened my eyes to the possibilities of where I can take my freelance career in the 
future. 

I have really enjoyed this project and hope by using it as a practise run, that I will one day 
be able to sell my own gift cards. I am happy with the end result, even though I think my 
designs could be pushed a bit further, I feel that I know have the knowledge and tools to 
be able to make professional looking cards.


